
onwards has concluded that something positive happens to the attainment of pupils who make
(relatively) high use of ICT in their subject learning and that school standards are positively asso-
ciated with the quality of ICT resources and quality of their use in teaching and learning,
regardless of socio-economic characteristics. Furthermore findings noted within the DfES ‘Big
pICTure’ review (2003) indicated that ICT can play an important role in motivating pupils and
encouraging them to engage in learning, within and beyond the classroom. 

Information and communication technology has the potential to deliver new forms of teaching
and learning in schools and to revolutionize pupils’ approaches to learning, however, there are
still fundamental questions to be answered regarding the capacity of ICT to promote inclusiveness
rather than simply to increase divisions both within the classroom and the broader community.
In terms of gender, boys are more likely to report a positive impact of using ICT upon their attain-
ment, and ICT is widely perceived by teachers to help engage boys and to maintain their
attention for longer periods of time.

In simple terms each school should begin to evaluate its provision for ICT against each or any
of the five core elements within Figure 11.3. Try to develop an understanding of what impact
means for your school and how this can best be generated.

18th July
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I think the template itself is quite useful as it provides a framework to
judge what is working. I had only really thought of impact in terms of
attainment before now and found it almost impossible to measure.

Alex

Posts:

#1

Available on the net at http://www.sagepub.co.uk/wrightbk1

Figure 11.3 The impact of ICT
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