
Figure 4.2 Flowchart for risk assessment

Pre-knowledge 
What do we know about the child? 

Who do we need to contact to learn more about this child?

How do we use this knowledge?

Environment Staffing Observation

• Has the child run away previously? 

• Is there potential for running away again? 

• Does the child have any awareness of danger?

• Parents 

• Previous provider (school, nursery, etc.) 

• Other agencies (Health, SSD, etc.)

What adaptations need to
be made to the physical
environment?

• Doors

• Windows

• Fences

• Classroom layout

What are the implications
for staffing?

• Staff: student ratio

• Staff training

• Roles/responsibilities

Contingency

What if the child ….

• Tries to run away?

• Is seen to run away?

• Is missing?

• Is found?

Evaluation

Has the child ….

• Been harmed?

• Been endangered?

• Changed behaviour?

• Ceased behaviour?

How are we going to learn
about this child in our
setting?

• Methods

• Data collection

• Analysis

• Planning
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