
Closer Reading, Grades 3–6  |  Better Prep, Smarter Lessons, Deeper Comprehension14

Figure 1.2

When You Introduce a Complex Text  
During an Initial Close Reading Lesson

How the Literacy Block Supports Deep Understanding of Content

Getting Ready for Close Reading

Get students to focus

Identify your purpose

Activate strategies for accessing the text

Building Text Understanding  
Through Close Reading

Ask text-dependent questions

Model as necessary

Build strategies for independent close reading

Reinforcing Practices of Close Reading

Guided Practice Independent Practice

Reflection
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